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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PR OGRESS (SAP) POLICY 
 

The Financial Aid Office is required by federal regulations to periodically review financial aid recipients to ensure 
that they are making academic progress towards the completion of their program of study.  Satisfactory academic 
progress for financial aid recipients is measured by both qualitative and quantitative standards and is an assessment 
of a student’s cumulative academic record while in attendance at the institution.  
 
Qualitative - Cumulative GPA (CGPA) 
Component 

Must have earned the required CGPA at the published intervals.   

Quantitative - Pace (Completion Rate) 
Component 

Must complete at least 2/3 (66.666%) of the credits attempted. 

Quantitative - Maximum Timeframe 
Component 

May receive financial aid for up to 150% of the number of credits required for 
successful program completion. 

 
In general, coursework that is taken while in attendance at the CCSNH institution is considered when reviewing a student’s 
academic record for satisfactory academic progress. However, there are some exceptions. Please see the section on Treatment of 
Repeated Courses, Audited Courses, Incompletes, Developmental/Remedial Courses, English as a Second Language Courses 
(ESOL), Credits by Examination, Nonpunitive grades, Pass/Fail Grades, Withdrawals.   
 
Qualitative Standard - Cumulative GPA (CGPA) Component 
A student must maintain a minimum cumulative grade point average as noted below in order to be making satisfactory academic 
progress.  A GPA calculator is available at http://www.ccsnh.edu/academics/gpa-calculator.   
 

Total Credits Earned Minimum Cumulative Grade Point Average Required for the Program 



1617 SAP    2 

Academic Periods Included in the Review  
The qualitative and quantitative standards of the Satisfactory Academic Progress policy will be used to review the academic 
progress for all periods of the student’s enrollment.  Even periods in which the student did not receive federal student aid will be 
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If a financial aid recipient believes he/she is meeting Satisfactory Academic Progress standards then he/she can 
request to have his/her SAP standing reviewed upon completion of the semester. If the student is found to be 
meeting both the qualitative and quantitative components of the SAP policy and to not have exceeded maximum 
time frame, then his/her status will be updated to reflect he/she is meeting Satisfactory Academic Progress standards, 
and the student will be eligible to receive Title IV financial aid the next semester. 
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Repeat Course 
For one time only, financial aid will cover a repeated course that has been previously passed. For this purpose, 
passed means any grade higher than an “F,” regardless of any school or program requiring a higher qualitative grade 
or measure to have been considered to have passed the course.  A student may be repeatedly paid for 
failing/withdrawing from a course. However, if a student passed a course once, then is repaid for taking it, and fails 
or withdraws the second time, that failure counts as their paid retake, and the student may not be paid for retaking 
the course a third time.  If a program of study requires students to retake all of the coursework for a term in which a 
student fails a course, any courses retaken that were previously passed in this case are not eligible for Title IV aid.   
 
Transfer Credits 
Credits that are transferred in from another institution and apply to the most current major will be excluded from the 
student’s cumulative GPA. However, they will be included in the calculation for the maximum timeframe and 
completion rate components.  
 
Consortium Credits 


