
Thank you in advance for taking the time to answer these questions.  You willingness to 
participate in this assessment activity and feedback is greatly appreciated.  The purpose of these 
questions is to provide an opportunity for the group to summarize their findings and make 
recommendations for future assessment activities. 

 

1.  What do you believe that the writing samples were abl�H���W�R���G�H�P�R�Q�V�W�U�D�W�H���D�E�R�X�W���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�¶��
ability to write multi-page essays or reports? 



Recommendations for further actions: 
�x We combined Content Knowledge with the Writing Rubric. See recommendations for 

above question. 

 
3. What do you believe that the writing samples were able to demonstrate about students�¶ 

critical thinking ability? 
STRENGTHS 

�x Papers incorporat



�x The initial instructions were not clearly defined (First instructors thought they 
were only submitting Capstone papers, then it changed to 200 level courses. There 
was a question as to whether or not the papers should be exemplary or random.)  

�x Not all disciplines were represented (in paper or in person). 
�x Initial rubric contained inconsistent wording between categories making it 

difficult to understand and apply. 
 

 
6. What suggestions for future assessment activities would you provide based on this 

experience? 
�x All papers should have course name and short assignment synopsis on top for 

ease of scoring. 
�x 



�x Share assessment data associated with specific courses with Program Coordinators in 
order to provide useful data about GE outcomes for their program reviews. 
 

  

Submitted by Jayne Barnes, Sally Bashalany, Mark Dodge, Robyn Griswold David Hubbs, and 
Jennifer Tripp 

June 4 and 6, 2014 



Critical Thinking  

CATEGORY 4 Proficient 3 Competent  2 Developing 1 Does not Meet Standard N/A 
N/R 

Points 



Written Communication Rubric 

CATEGORY 4 Proficient 3 Appropriate 2 Developing 1 Does not Meet Standard N/A 
N/R 

Points 

Thesis/Purpose 

 
Thorough thesis that is 
clear, well-developed 
or implied. 

Thesis is appropriate 
and relevant to the 
topic. 

Thesis is adequate. Weak or missing thesis 
statement.   

  

Organization 

 
Essay is thoroughly 
developed with strong 
transitions between 
paragraphs and 
contains a logical 
order. 
 

Appropriate logical 
order that supports 
thesis with transitions 
between paragraphs.   

Adequate order with 
basic transitions 
between and within 
paragraphs.   

Weak development with 
minimal or no transitions 

between paragraphs.   

  

Grammar/Usage/Mechanics 

 
Thorough command of 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and word 
choice.  

Appropriate 
command of spelling, 
punctuation, 
grammar, and word 
choice.  

Adequate command of 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and word 
choice.  

Weak command of 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, and word 
choice.  

  

Content Development and 

Documentation 

Thorough 
understanding of the 
content is displayed 
throughout the essay 
with strong details that 
advance the thesis. 
Skillful use of 
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